
 

 

 



 
 

Choosing the right tile is only half the story. How those tiles are arranged — the pattern — can 

transform a room from ordinary to extraordinary. The same tile, laid in two different patterns, can 

make a space feel larger or smaller, traditional or ultramodern, quiet or dynamic. Pattern choice also 

directly affects your installation cost, the amount of tile you need to purchase, and how long the job will 

take. 

This guide was created by the Flor-Tech LLC team to help you navigate the world of tile patterns with 

confidence — whether you are a homeowner planning your first renovation, an interior designer 

specifying materials for a client, or a professional tile installer looking for a reliable reference resource. 

Have questions? Contact Richard at 801-898-0046 — we are based in Salt Lake City, Utah and ready to 

help. 

Inside, you will find detailed descriptions of the eight most popular tile patterns used in residential and 

commercial spaces, a side-by-side comparison chart, step-by-step installation considerations, a waste 

calculator, and a practical guide to matching patterns with rooms and styles. By the end, you will know 

exactly which pattern — or combination of patterns — is right for your project. 

How to Use This Guide 

● Browse Section 1 Understanding tile patterns. 

● Browse Section 2 Explore all eight patterns with visual diagrams and specs. 

● Use the Section 3 Comparison Table to quickly compare patterns side by side. 

● Review Section 4 How to Choose the right pattern for your floor. 

● Jump to Section 5 Calculator to figure out exactly how much tile to order 

● Use the Section 6 FAQs for quick answers to the most common questions. 
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S E C T I O N  1  

Understanding Tile Patterns 

 

A tile pattern refers to the specific arrangement of individual tiles relative to one another and relative to 

the boundaries of the room. It governs the angle at which tiles are set, how joints (grout lines) align, and 

the visual rhythm the finished floor or wall creates. Two tiles that are identical in color, material, and 

size can produce dramatically different results depending entirely on how they are laid. 

Why Pattern Choice Matters 

● Visual flow and movement: Some patterns — like herringbone or diagonal — create a sense of 

movement and energy. Others, like a straight grid, create calm and order. 

● Room size perception: Diagonal patterns and large-format tiles laid in a straight lay can make 

small rooms appear noticeably larger. Running-bond patterns on a long, narrow hallway can 

emphasize length. 

● Style and character: Pattern is one of the most powerful tools for communicating a design style 

— from the old-world grandeur of a Versailles pattern to the clean minimalism of a stacked grid. 

● Installation complexity and cost: More complex patterns require more cuts, more labor time, 

and a higher skill level. Understanding this before you start helps set realistic budgets and 

timelines. 

● Tile waste and material cost: Angled and complex patterns generate significantly more offcuts 

than simple straight patterns, increasing the amount of tile you need to purchase. 

Key Factors That Affect Pattern Selection 

1. Room Size and Shape 

Small rooms benefit from patterns that add visual energy — diagonal, herringbone — without heavy 

grout lines that can chop up the space. Large, open rooms can handle bold, complex patterns like 

Versailles. Long, narrow rooms are well served by running-bond patterns that reinforce the directional 

flow. 



2. Tile Size and Format 

Tile format — whether square, rectangular (plank), or large-format slab — limits which patterns are 

viable. Herringbone requires rectangular tiles. Basketweave requires tiles with a 2:1 length-to-width 

ratio. Versailles uses four specific tile sizes in a repeating set. Always match pattern to format. 

3. Budget and Installation Complexity 

Pattern complexity directly affects labor cost. A straight lay is the most economical choice for labor. 

Herringbone, chevron, and Versailles patterns may cost 20–50% more in labor than a simple grid lay. 

Factor this into your overall project budget. 

4. Desired Aesthetic 

Consider whether your space aims for modern/minimalist, traditional/classic, industrial, 

rustic/farmhouse, or transitional style. Each aesthetic aligns with specific patterns — this guide 

provides detailed pairing guidance in Section 5. 

5. Foot Traffic and Function of the Space 

High-traffic areas like entryways and hallways benefit from patterns with tighter grout lines and fewer 

exposed edges (e.g., straight lay or large-format tiles). Wet areas like bathrooms may benefit from 

smaller tiles with more grout lines, which provide additional grip and traction. 

 

ⓘ Note: Rectified vs. Non-Rectified Tiles 

Rectified tiles have been mechanically precision-cut to exact dimensions after firing, allowing for 

very narrow grout joints (as small as 1/16"). Non-rectified tiles have natural variation in size and 

require wider grout joints to compensate. Rectified tiles are preferred for complex patterns 

requiring precision alignment. 
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S E C T I O N  2  

The 8 Most Popular Tile Patterns 

 

The following eight patterns represent the most widely used tile layouts in residential and commercial 

flooring, wall tile, and backsplash applications. Each profile includes a text-based visual diagram, full 

description, best-use guidance, difficulty level, waste factor, and a professional installation tip. 

 

 

 



1. Straight / Grid Lay (Stacked)   Visual Diagram — Straight/Grid Lay: 

 
 

Description: Tiles are placed edge-to-edge in perfectly aligned rows and columns, with all grout lines 

running continuously in both directions. This creates a clean, uniform grid across the entire surface. It is 

the simplest and most fundamental tile layout, and serves as the baseline. 

Best For: Large-format tiles (18"×18" and above), modern and minimalist interiors, commercial spaces, 

rooms with strong geometric architecture, any space where simplicity and cost-efficiency are priorities. 

Difficulty: EASY   Straightforward layout with minimal cuts; ideal for beginners. Snap a grid of chalk lines 

and work tile-to-tile. 

Waste Factor: 5–8% — The lowest waste of all patterns due to right-angle cuts at edges only. 

Cost Impact: Lowest labor and material cost of all patterns. 

★ Pro Tip — Straight Lay 

For very large tiles (24"×24" and above) in a straight lay, always use a back-buttering 

technique — apply thin-set mortar to both the subfloor and the back of the tile — to ensure 

full contact and eliminate hollow spots that can lead to cracking under foot traffic. 

 

 



2. Running Bond / Brick (50% Offset)   Visual Diagram — Running Bond (50% Offset): 

 

 

Description: Identical in concept to a classic brick wall — each row of tiles is offset horizontally by 

exactly half the width (or length) of the tile. This staggers the vertical grout joints so that they never 

align across more than one row. The result is a strong, familiar, highly appealing pattern. 

Best For: Rectangular tiles and planks, subway tiles (3"×6"), wood-look porcelain planks, traditional and 

transitional interiors, kitchen backsplashes, bathroom walls, and laundry rooms. 

Difficulty: EASY–MODERATE   Relatively simple to set up. Half-cuts are required at the start and end of 

every other row. 

Waste Factor: 8–12% — More offcuts than a straight lay due to the staggered start/end cuts on every 

other row.  

Cost Impact: Low to moderate — minimal labor premium over straight lay. 

★ Pro Tip — Running Bond 

When using running bond on a wall with subway tiles, orient the tiles horizontally for a 

classic, timeless look and vertically for a modern, elongated effect. Both use the same 50% 

offset — the orientation alone changes the entire character of the finished surface. 

 

 



3. 1/3 Offset (33% Offset)      Visual Diagram — 1/3 Offset: 

 

 

Description: Similar to the running bond but each successive row shifts by only one-third of the tile's 

length rather than one-half. This subtle variation is not merely aesthetic — it is a technical 

requirement for large-format plank tiles. When planks exceed 18 inches in length, the 50% offset 

creates excessive lippage (height variation between tile edges); reducing the offset to 33% 

significantly mitigates this risk. 

Best For: Large wood-look porcelain planks (12"×24", 6"×36", 8"×48"), any tile where the length 

exceeds 18 inches, contemporary and transitional interiors. 

Difficulty: MODERATE   Requires careful planning and chalk lines to maintain consistent 33% offset.  

Waste Factor: 8–12% — Similar to running bond; the asymmetric offcuts at row ends add slightly 

more complexity. 

Cost Impact: Moderate — slightly more labor than running bond due to planning and cut complexity. 

⚠ Critical Note — Lippage and the 1/3 Rule  Many tile manufacturers void their warranty if  

large-format plank tiles are installed with a 50% offset. Always check manufacturer 

specifications. The   Tile Council of North America (TCNA) recommends no more than a 1/3 

offset for tiles longer than 15 inches. Lippage can be a trip hazard and can cause tile edges 

to chip under foot traffic. 

 

 



4. Herringbone      Visual Diagram — Herringbone (90° alternating angle): 

 
 

Description: Rectangular tiles are placed at alternating 90-degree angles, with the end of each tile 

meeting the side of the next. This creates a continuous V-shaped or zigzag chevron-like pattern across 

the floor or wall. The herringbone is one of the oldest and most recognized tile patterns. 

Best For: Rectangular tiles with a 2:1 or 3:1 ratio (3"×6", 4"×8", 4"×12", 4"×16"); hallways and 

entryways (oriented lengthwise to draw the eye down the space); bathrooms, kitchens, and living 

rooms as a feature floor or accent wall. Also exceptional as a backsplash pattern. 

Difficulty: HARD   Requires precise 45° angle cuts along all four perimeter walls. The initial 45° starter 

line is critical even small angular errors compound across the room. Completed by an expert. 

Waste Factor: 15–20% — The angled perimeter cuts generate substantial offcuts. In smaller rooms, 

waste can approach the higher end of this range. 

Cost Impact: High — significant labor premium due to pattern complexity, angled cuts, and time 

required for precise alignment.  

 

★ Pro Tip — Herringbone  -  Always snap a 45-degree chalk line from the center of the room 

before laying any tile. Lay the first two tiles at a true 90° angle to each other along this center 

line. Every tile in the room will reference this starting point — getting it right at the beginning 

prevents costly errors later. Consider a diagonal herringbone variant (tiles at 45° to the walls 

rather than parallel). 

 



5. Chevron      Visual Diagram — Chevron (mitered ends, seamless V-shape): 

 

 

Description: Chevron is often confused with herringbone but is fundamentally different in 

construction. In a chevron pattern, the ends of each tile are cut at an angle (typically 45°) so that they 

meet perfectly flush with the angled end of the adjacent tile. This creates a completely unbroken 

diagonal line from one side of the room to the other — a cleaner, more seamless, and more 

contemporary look than herringbone's jogged V-shape. Chevron tiles are specialty-cut pieces 

Best For: Luxurious and high-end residential spaces; specialty pre-cut chevron tile collections; natural 

stone, marble, or high-end porcelain; master bathrooms, feature walls, and premium entryways. 

Difficulty: HARD   Requires specialty-cut tiles with precise mitered ends. Any imprecision in the tile 

cuts or the setting of the layout line will cause the V-lines to break across the room. Strictly a 

professional or highly advanced DIY installation. 

Waste Factor: 15–25% — The highest potential waste of any pattern due to the angled tile ends.  

Cost Impact: Highest — premium for specialty tile cuts plus significant labor premium. 

★ Pro Tip — Chevron  - Always purchase pre-cut chevron tiles from your supplier rather than attempting 

to angle-cut standard rectangular tiles yourself. The angle precision required (true 45° on both ends) is 

extremely difficult to achieve consistently with  

field cutting. Experienced craftsman required   

 

 



6. Diagonal / Diamond (45°)       Visual Diagram — Diagonal/Diamond Lay (tiles rotated 45° to walls): 

 
 

Description: Standard square tiles are rotated 45 degrees relative to the room's walls, so that each 

tile presents as a diamond shape rather than a square. Grout lines run diagonally at 45° across the 

floor. This simple rotation has a profound effect: the diagonal lines draw the eye across the full 

width of the room, making the space appear notably larger and wider. 

Best For: Small bathrooms, powder rooms, foyers, and entryways where maximizing perceived space 

is a priority; square tiles of any size; traditional, transitional, and classic interior styles. Smaller tiles 

(12"×12" and under) work especially well. 

Difficulty: MODERATE   The layout starting point and reference lines must be established with 

precision. The perimeter wall cuts are all angled, requiring a wet saw and careful measurement. 

Waste Factor: 12–15% — All perimeter cuts are diagonal, generating triangular offcuts that cannot be 

reused elsewhere in the field. 

Cost Impact: Moderate — slightly higher labor than running bond; substantially less than 

herringbone.  

★ Pro Tip — Diagonal Lay - To enhance the diagonal pattern, consider adding a contrasting 

border tile (sometimes called a "picture frame") around the perimeter, parallel to the walls, 

with the diagonal field filling the interior. This elegant detail visually grounds the diagonal 

pattern and gives the diagonal pattern and gives the room a polished, custom finish. 

 

 



7. Basketweave    Visual Diagram — Basketweave (pairs of tiles alternating horizontal/vertical): 

 

 
 
Description: In a basketweave pattern, sets of two rectangular tiles are laid together — one pair 

oriented horizontally and the adjacent pair oriented vertically — in an alternating arrangement that 

visually mimics the interlocking weave of a woven basket. The result is charming, textural, and 

traditional in character.  

Best For: Tiles with a 2:1 length-to-width ratio (4"×8", 3"×6", 6"×12", 4"×4" with a central accent); 

smaller bathrooms, laundry rooms, mudrooms, and enclosed porches; traditional, cottage, vintage, and 

transitional design styles. 

Difficulty: MODERATE   Requires consistent 2:1 tile ratio to work properly. Planning the layout and 

keeping pairs in proper orientation requires focus and careful reference line work. 

Waste Factor: 10–12% — Mostly straight cuts at perimeter; slightly higher waste than running bond 

due to pattern alignment requirements. Cost Impact: Moderate — more complex than running bond 

but accessible for an intermediate installer. 

★ Pro Tip — Basketweave - For a classic period look, install basketweave tiles with a small square 

accent tile (often called a "dot" tile) in the corners where four pairs meet. A contrasting color — 

such as a black or cream dot in a white field — was the hallmark of early 20th-century American 

bathroom tile work and still looks stunning in historic, arts-and-crafts, and cottage-style homes. 

 

 



8. Versailles / French Pattern       Visual Diagram — Versailles Pattern (4-tile-size repeating module): 

 
 

Description: The Versailles — also known as the French Pattern — is one of the most intricate and 

visually impressive tile layouts available. It uses a repeating module of four different tile sizes 

(typically proportional to 1×1, 1×2, 2×2, and 2×3 ratios) arranged in a specific, non-repeating-yet-

balanced configuration. Originating from the grand stone floors of the Palace of Versailles in France. 

Best For: Large rooms with sufficient floor area for the full repeating module (typically requires at least 

100 square feet to read properly); high-end residential foyers, great rooms and master suites. 

Difficulty: HARD   Requires managing four different tile sizes simultaneously, careful layout planning to 

center the repeating module in the room, and highly skilled cutting at perimeters where the complex 

pattern meets the walls. Professional installation strongly recommended. 

Waste Factor: 12–18% — Moderate to high; perimeter cuts across four different tile sizes create 

diverse offcuts, many of which cannot be reused. 

Cost Impact: Highest — premium tile material costs (four sizes) plus significant professional labor.  

★ Pro Tip — Versailles Pattern - Purchase a Versailles pattern kit from your tile supplier — these pre-

packaged sets include all four tile sizes in the correct proportional quantities for the repeating 

module, eliminating the complex math of calculating individual tile quantities. Flor-Tech can source 

Versailles kits in dozens of stone and porcelain options. 
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S E C T I O N  3  

Pattern Comparison Table 

 

Use this table to quickly compare all eight patterns across the most critical decision-making dimensions. 

 

Pattern Best Tile 
Format 

Room Size Fit Difficulty Waste 
Factor 

Style Cost Impact 

Straight / 
Grid Lay 

Any; ideal 
for large-
format 
square tiles 

Any size; 
especially 
effective in 
large rooms 

Easy 5–8% Modern, 
minimalist, 
contemporary 

Lowest 

Running 
Bond / Brick 

Rectangular; 
subway; 
wood-look 
planks 

Any; great for 
long/narrow 
rooms 

Easy–
Moderate 

8–12% Traditional, 
farmhouse, 
transitional 

Low 

1/3 Offset Long planks 
(18"+ 
length); 
large-
format 
rectangular 

Medium to 
large rooms 

Moderate 8–12% Contemporary, 
transitional 

Low–
Moderate 

Herringbone Rectangular; 
2:1 to 3:1 
ratio (e.g., 
4×12, 4×16) 

Any; especially 
hallways and 
entryways 

Hard 15–20% Classic, 
traditional, 
industrial, 
luxurious 

High 

Chevron Specialty 
pre-cut 
chevron 
tiles only 

Medium to 
large rooms; 
feature areas 

Hard 15–25% Luxurious, 
contemporary, 
high-end 

Highest 

Diagonal / 
Diamond 

Square tiles; 
any size up 
to 18×18 

Small to 
medium 
rooms; foyers 

Moderate 12–15% Traditional, 
classic, 
transitional 

Moderate 

Basketweave Rectangular; 
strict 2:1 
ratio (e.g., 
4×8, 6×12) 

Small to 
medium rooms 

Moderate 10–12% Vintage, 
cottage, 
transitional, 
traditional 

Moderate 

Versailles / 
French 

4-size 
module: 
8×8, 8×16, 

Large rooms 
(100+ sq ft 
recommended) 

Hard 12–18% Old-world, 
luxurious, 
classic, estate 

Highest 



Pattern Best Tile 
Format 

Room Size Fit Difficulty Waste 
Factor 

Style Cost Impact 

16×16, 
16×24 
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S E C T I O N  4  

How to Choose the Right Pattern for Your Space 

 

This section provides practical, fast recommendations organized by room type, interior style, and skill or 

budget level. Use whichever entry point matches your planning situation. 

By Room Type 

 

Room Recommended Patterns Notes 

Living Room Straight Lay, Versailles, 
Herringbone (accent) 

Large-format tiles in straight lay 
maximize visual openness. 
Versailles adds elegance in grand 
rooms. Herringbone works 
beautifully as a feature area or 
fireplace surround. 

Kitchen (Floor) Straight Lay, Running Bond, 
Diagonal 

Durability and cleanability are 
paramount. Tight grout lines 
(rectified tile) minimize dirt 
trapping. Diagonal adds character 
to smaller galley kitchens. 

Kitchen (Backsplash) Running Bond, Herringbone, 
Straight Lay 

Running bond subway tile is a 
timeless backsplash choice. 
Herringbone adds energy behind a 
range hood. Straight-stacked 
subway tiles give a contemporary, 
architectural look. 

Master Bathroom Herringbone, Diagonal, 
Basketweave, Chevron 

Bathrooms are a prime opportunity 
for pattern impact. Herringbone on 
shower floors adds luxury. 



Room Recommended Patterns Notes 

Basketweave recalls classic spa and 
period aesthetics. 

Powder Room Any pattern — room is small 
enough for high-impact 

Small square footage means more 
complex patterns are affordable. 
This is the ideal room to use a 
statement pattern — herringbone, 
chevron, or even Versailles in a 
compact version. 

Hallway / Entryway Herringbone, Diagonal Both patterns draw the eye down 
the length of the space. Oriented 
lengthwise, herringbone is the 
classic hallway tile choice. Diagonal 
makes narrow hallways feel wider. 

Outdoor / Patio Straight Lay, Running Bond Use frost-rated, slip-resistant, 
through-body porcelain or natural 
stone rated for exterior use. 
Simpler patterns are preferred 
outdoors due to freeze-thaw 
expansion considerations. Wider 
grout joints (3/16"+) for outdoor 
applications. 

Laundry / Mudroom Basketweave, Running Bond, 
Straight Lay 

Practical, durable, and easy to 
clean. Basketweave adds charm to 
a utilitarian space. Running bond in 
a dark, durable tile is a classic 
workroom choice. 

 

By Interior Style 

 

Style Best Patterns Tile Suggestions 

Modern / Minimalist Straight Lay (large format), 1/3 
Offset planks 

Large-format porcelain in concrete, 
stone, or solid color; thin grout 
lines (1/16"–1/8") in matching 
color; rectified tiles required 

Traditional / Classic Basketweave, Running Bond, 
Versailles 

White or cream subway tile; 
travertine; marble; natural stone 
with medium grout joints in a 
warm beige or ivory 

Industrial Herringbone (diagonal or 
standard), Straight Lay 

Matte concrete-look porcelain in 
dark grey, charcoal, or warm 
cement tones; medium grout joints 
in a contrasting darker grout 



Style Best Patterns Tile Suggestions 

Rustic / Farmhouse Running Bond, Basketweave, 1/3 
Offset 

Wood-look porcelain planks, 
handmade-look ceramic, 
terracotta, or tumbled travertine; 
wider grout joints (3/16"+) in a 
warm beige or warm grey 

Transitional 1/3 Offset planks, Diagonal, 
Running Bond 

Warm-toned porcelain in wood-
look or stone-look; 12"×24" or 
12"×48" planks; medium grout 
joints in a tone-on-tone color 

Luxurious / Estate Versailles, Chevron, Herringbone Natural marble, premium 
travertine, large-format stone; 
matching or light contrasting grout; 
professional installation essential 

 

By Skill Level and Budget 

 

Level Recommended Patterns Why 

DIY Beginner Straight Lay, Running Bond Right-angle cuts only; minimal 
layout complexity; forgiving of 
small errors; fastest to complete. 
Ideal for a first-time tile installer. 

Intermediate DIY Diagonal, Basketweave, 1/3 Offset Require a wet saw and careful 
chalk line work, but are achievable 
with patience and preparation. 
Good second or third tile project 
choices. 

Advanced DIY Herringbone Achievable by a skilled, 
experienced DIYer with the right 
tools and patience. Expect a longer 
installation timeline. Dry-lay the 
full pattern before setting any tile 
in mortar. 

Professional Recommended Chevron, Versailles These patterns require specialty 
tile cuts, multi-size module 
management, and a high level of 
installer expertise. The investment 
in professional installation pays for 
itself in the quality of the finished 
result. 
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S E C T I O N  5  

Waste Calculator & Ordering Guide 

 

Ordering the correct quantity of tile is critical. Order too little and you risk running short mid-installation 

— a serious problem if the tile is discontinued, out of stock, or from a different dye lot. Order too much 

and you waste money, though keeping extra tile for future repairs is always wise. 

Step-by-Step Tile Ordering Formula 

1. Measure your room in feet: Room Length × Room Width = Base Square Footage. 

2. Subtract any fixtures (islands, tub decks, vanities, fireplaces) that will not be tiled. 

3. Apply the waste factor for your chosen pattern (see table below). 

4. Round up to the nearest full box of tile. Never round down. 

5. Hold leftover tile from the same dye lot for future repairs — keep it stored flat in a climate-

controlled space. 

Waste Factors by Pattern 

 

Pattern Waste Factor Multiply Base Area By 

Straight / Grid Lay +10% × 1.10 

Running Bond / 1/3 Offset +15% × 1.15 

Diagonal / Diamond +15–18% × 1.15 to 1.18 

Basketweave +15–18% × 1.15 to 1.18 

Herringbone +20% × 1.20 

Chevron +20–25% × 1.20 to 1.25 

Versailles / French Pattern +20% × 1.20 

 

 



ⓘ Add More for Rooms with Many Obstacles 

If your room has many cut-outs (toilets, tub decks, islands, columns, or irregular walls), add an 

additional 5% to your waste factor. Irregular rooms also benefit from a slightly higher waste buffer, 

as perimeter cuts will be more numerous and varied. 

 

Sample Calculation 

 

■ Example: Herringbone Kitchen Floor 

Room dimensions: 12 feet × 14 feet 

Base area: 12 × 14 = 168 sq ft 

Less kitchen island footprint: 2 × 4 = 8 sq ft → 168 − 8 = 160 sq ft net 

Pattern chosen: Herringbone (+20% waste factor) 

Calculation: 160 × 1.20 = 192 sq ft to order 

Tile box coverage: If each box covers 15 sq ft → 192 ÷ 15 = 12.8 → Order 13 boxes (round up — 

never down) 

 

 

■ Example: Running Bond Bathroom Floor 

Room dimensions: 8 feet × 10 feet 

Base area: 8 × 10 = 80 sq ft 

Pattern chosen: Running Bond (+15% waste factor) 

Calculation: 80 × 1.15 = 92 sq ft to order 

Tile box coverage: If each box covers 12 sq ft → 92 ÷ 12 = 7.67 → Order 8 boxes 

 



 

▶ Keep Your Leftover Tiles — Always 

Even after your installation is complete, keep all leftover tiles from the same dye lot. Store them 

flat, indoors, in a dry location. If a tile is ever chipped, cracked, or stained beyond cleaning, you will 

need an exact match from the same production run. Tiles are discontinued or reformulated 

regularly — the tile you installed today may not be available in five years. Your leftover tiles are an 

insurance policy. 
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S E C T I O N  6  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q1: Can I mix tile patterns in one space? 

Yes — and when done thoughtfully, mixing patterns can create striking, personalized interiors. A common 

approach is to use a simpler pattern (like straight lay) for the main field and a more complex pattern 

(like herringbone) for a feature area — such as a backsplash, shower floor, or fireplace surround. The key is 

to use the same tile (or a complementary tile from the same collection) in both areas so the transition feels 

intentional rather than accidental. Clearly defined borders or transition strips help separate zones visually. 

 

Q2: Which pattern makes a room look bigger? 

The diagonal / diamond pattern is the most effective at making a room appear larger, because the eye 

naturally follows the diagonal lines across the full width of the room rather than tracking perpendicular to the 

walls. Large-format tiles in a straight lay with thin, matching grout lines also create a sense of expansive, 

unbroken floor plane. Running bond oriented perpendicular to the longest wall in a narrow room can also 



help the space feel wider. Avoid patterns with heavy, contrasting grout lines in small spaces — they tend to 

visually chop up the floor. 

 

Q3: Do I need a professional for herringbone or Versailles? 

For Versailles, professional installation is strongly recommended for most homeowners — the coordination 

of four tile sizes, the complex perimeter cuts, and the need to center the repeating module in the room make 

it a genuinely challenging project. For herringbone, a highly skilled and patient DIY installer can achieve 

excellent results — but it requires a quality wet saw, precise chalk line layout, and more time than any 

beginner should plan for. If this is your first or second tile project, herringbone is best left to a professional. 

Flor-Tech offers full professional installation services — contact us at Flor-Tech.biz for a free estimate. 

 

Q4: How do I maintain and clean grout in complex patterns? 

Grout maintenance is the same regardless of pattern complexity — but complex patterns do have more 

linear feet of grout per square foot of tile (herringbone, for example, has far more joints than a straight lay). 

Key best practices: (1) Seal all grout within 24–72 hours of grouting and annually thereafter with a 

penetrating grout sealer. (2) Clean with a pH-neutral cleaner — avoid acidic cleaners (vinegar, bleach) that 

degrade grout and stone surfaces. (3) Wipe up spills promptly, especially on light-colored grout. (4) 

Regrout or spot-repair any cracked or crumbling sections promptly — damaged grout allows moisture 

infiltration that can loosen tiles over time. 

 

Q5: Can tile patterns be used on walls? 

Absolutely — most patterns work beautifully on walls, and walls are often the most impactful place to use a 

bold or complex pattern. Herringbone and running bond are the two most popular wall patterns, 

particularly for backsplashes and shower surrounds. Basketweave works well for bathroom wall 

wainscoting. Diagonal can be striking on a fireplace surround. The primary additional consideration for walls 

versus floors is adhesive — wall tiles require a non-sag mortar or tile mastic (for lighter tiles) that will 

support the tile while the adhesive cures without slippage. 

 



Q6: What is the difference between herringbone and chevron? 

Both patterns create a V-shape or zigzag across the surface, but they are fundamentally different in 

construction. In herringbone, rectangular tiles with square-cut ends are laid at 90° angles to each other — 

the end of one tile meets the side of the next, creating a stepped V-shape where grout lines are offset (not 

continuous) at the peak. In chevron, the ends of each tile are mitered (cut at an angle) so they meet flush 

with the angled end of the adjacent tile — creating a perfectly continuous, unbroken diagonal V-line across 

the surface. Chevron tiles must be purpose-cut for the pattern; herringbone can be achieved with standard 

rectangular tiles. Chevron is generally considered the more refined and seamless of the two. 

 

Q7: How do large tiles affect pattern options? 

Large-format tiles (any tile with a side of 15 inches or more) restrict which patterns are practical. The 50% 

running bond offset is not recommended for tiles over 18 inches long (use 1/3 offset instead). Herringbone 

becomes extremely dramatic with large planks but also more difficult to execute precisely. Diagonal works 

well with large square tiles. Straight lay is the most natural and effective choice for very large tiles (24"×24", 

24"×48", 24"×24"). Large tiles also require a flatter subfloor and full mortar coverage on the back (back-

buttering is required). Use tile leveling systems to control lippage. 

 

Q8: What tile sizes work best with each pattern? 

Pattern and tile size are closely linked: Straight lay works with any size but shines with large formats 

(18"×18" and above). Running bond works best with rectangular tiles of any size. 1/3 offset is designed for 

long planks (18"+ length). Herringbone classically uses 3"×6" to 4"×16" rectangular tiles. Chevron requires 

specialty-cut tiles; typically 3"×9" or 4"×12" pre-mitered. Diagonal is best with square tiles up to 18"×18". 

Basketweave requires a strict 2:1 length-to-width ratio (4"×8", 3"×6", 6"×12"). Versailles uses a four-size 

module, typically based on 8-inch and 16-inch increments. Always confirm pattern-to-tile-size compatibility 

with your Flor-Tech representative before purchasing. 
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R E A D Y  T O  G E T  S T A R T E D ?  

Your Perfect Tile Pattern Is Waiting 

 

You have now explored the eight most popular tile patterns, compared their characteristics side-by-side, 

walked through critical installation considerations, and learned how to calculate exactly what to order. 

The next step is putting this knowledge to work — and that is where the Flor-Tech team comes in. 

Whether you are still deciding between herringbone and diagonal for your hallway, working out how 

much travertine to order for a Versailles patio, or ready to schedule a professional installation, Flor-Tech 

is here to help at every stage of your project — from the very first inspiration to the final grouted 

surface. 

What Flor-Tech Offers 

● Free Pattern Consultations: Speak with one of our flooring experts to get a personalized pattern 

recommendation based on your room, style, and budget — at no charge. 

● Professional Installation Services: Our certified installers are trained in all eight patterns, 

including the most complex herringbone, chevron, and Versailles layouts. We stand behind our 

workmanship. 

● Premium Tile Selection: Flor-Tech carries a curated range of rectified porcelain, natural stone, 

large-format slabs, wood-look planks, and specialty mosaic tiles — sourced from leading 

manufacturers worldwide. 

● Versailles & Chevron Kits: We stock pre-packaged pattern kits that include all tile sizes in the 

correct quantities for these complex patterns — taking the math and material confusion out of 

the equation. 

● Tile Sample Program: Order samples of any tile before you commit. See how your chosen tile 

looks in your actual space, under your lighting, alongside your cabinetry and paint colors. 

● Waste Calculation Assistance: Bring us your room measurements and chosen pattern — our 

team will calculate your exact tile order, box count, and grout quantity for free. 



This guide is intended for informational purposes. Always consult a licensed tile installer and follow 
manufacturer specifications and local building codes for your specific installation. 
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